
 
Tenacity 2026 Literature Prompt Possible Titles 
 
Prompt: 
Read a text from the list, and then write and perform a creative response to the book. Film the 
response, and write a rationale explaining your creative choices. You should in some way connect 
your response to the history prompt by way of exploring political, economic, social, and/or cultural 
reform and backlash against it. 
 
Recommend 
A Few Red Drops: The Chicago Race Riot of 1919, by Claire Hartfield 
This book delves into the complex causes of the Chicago Race Riot, including racial tensions, migration, and 
segregation, and documents the events with photographs and historical documents. The narrative also reflects 
on the enduring impact of these events on race relations in America. 
 
Cane, by Jean Toomer 
This book blends poetry, short stories, and drama to portray African American life in the early 20th century. Set 
partly in the rural South and partly in the urban North, it explores themes of race, identity, love, and the 
tensions created by migration and social change. 
 
The Warmth of Other Suns, by Isabel Wilkerson 
This book chronicles the Great Migration through the personal stories of three individuals. Wilkerson 
illuminates the profound impact of this migration on American society. The book delves into the systemic 
racism, economic hardships, and social injustices that propelled these individuals to seek better opportunities, 
offering a poignant exploration of resilience, identity, and the quest for freedom. 
 
Harvest of Empire: A History of Latinos in America, by Juan González 
This book traces how U.S. political and economic actions in Latin America shaped large waves of migration to 
the United States. Covering regions from Mexico to the Caribbean and Central America, González shows how 
intervention, war, and trade policies fueled displacement and then sparked backlash against Latino 
communities once they arrived. 
 
Not Only War, Victor Daly 
This is the only World War I novel written by an African American veteran. The story follows Montgomery 
Jason, an idealistic college student who enlists to fight for freedom and democracy. However, upon falling in 
love with a French woman, he realizes that these ideals do not extend to Black soldiers, highlighting the dual 
battles of combat and racial injustice. 
 
The New Jim Crow, by Michelle Alexander 
This book argues that America’s highly discriminatory criminal justice system has recreated the racial caste 
system that Jim Crow established until the Civil Rights Movement ended it in the 1950’s and 1960’s.   
 
 


